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" For ovar tan years, lwvest hes played a rela
tively lnvizitla but strategically impertent role
in Africa &3 & ezrvemt of ths United States-
orgznized Froe World Emplra, Just @2 the Cen-
tral Intellicanes Agancy Resds libsral snd sogial
demorratic erponlastions &3 egenis for s own
caunterrevolutionery  uotivities, so cortain de-
pariments of the US gcovernment have ¢ soughi 10
Goyalop 8 “Third Country" technique for carry-
Ing on ths work of irmpsrialism, Although not
viithoul kar own independent ebjectives in tha
Thiled Weorld, lereel bins oHowed herss!f to be-
coms o willing eccomplice of neo-colonialism
ordd counterravolution in Africa. With economic
sld from the US, Britsin, France, and West
Ggrmony, lsreet has carricd out a szlective and
hghly strategic sorios of “essistance” proarams
in fiftcan sub-Ssharen African countries, The
efiect of these programs has not only been to
strengthen lsrest’s own long-range political and
econamic goals, but also 1o furthzr US imperial-
- izm's oljactiva of tying post-indeperdlence Afri-
ca 10 the Wast and undarmining revolutionary
maovamants which thresten Western hagemeony.

CIn overall torms, szl ald to Africa s

Li

smount of externy! sid received [ sub-Szharan
Africa. At th.:s‘ e2ma tima, the charoctor of thass
procrams and their strategic Ipsct demand
attention.

Doteiled information ebout lsraeli programg
is avaitable only In Htttz-krown but highly re-
vealing reports prepered by govornmant “ex-
perts.”” The most complete survey and analysis
was praparsd by a steff member of the US
Agancy for Interpational Dovelopment (AID).
A sacond unpublished study is by 8 researchor
for \he [reparimoent of Defense. Among the
published studies, the most significant is forec/
ond the Devsloping Nations: New Approaches
to Cooparation, wiritten by Leopold Laufer, 8
Staie Departmant official end former policy el
visor to'the Veoice of America, and pu,,i hie
Twenticth Century Fund.

The evidance shows that {1} the U3 govern-
ment has helpzd shape the style and substance
of lsraeli assistarice programs 1o Africa; (2) the
US and its allies have helped finance thess pro-
grams by means of the semi-covert “‘third
country’ technigue; and {3) lsraeli “essistance”
has bcon concentrated in strategically impor-
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by THE AERICA RESEARCH CROUP

catiors,

isreal's panstration of Afites pogon In 16057
when her notional Interest prowgted hor o 155k
political allies in the Third World, The Susz
affair of 1956 hed idanmtifiod leresl teo clozaly
with the inierests of Great Rritein end Frinoa,
It hiac reinforced Arch effonts to brend leresg) &3

“tool of Imperizlism’ and hrY providzd too
much herd evidance for political comfori, bore
over, tha growing strength of Moslam nstlons,
end the emarging Afro-Asian solidarity meows

- mant, born at the Bendung Conl wrance in 1555,

threatened to isolate lsros! politically &ng coo-
nomicelly, lerest's rezponia vies 10 822k 1o Imv

e

Tha Africa Zesoorch Group i3 a movermam reswssh
end pluention projet Gt feeuszs on cnalyzing tha
United Stetos’ Ineriziizt panitration of Africa Tha
group hopas to promote a mora informved concern with
srd protest egalnet the role tha US plays in tho domi-
ration of Africa cixd to conteute to shupaning ond
extenuing &n erci-impsrizlist end emirecial consclous
neis within movernents for eocial change, Thw group
wants to haer from prople or organization with
sitnilsr rescareh fiorests. For 2 list of svailzlla pab!’.ﬁa-
tions inchuding "Armod Struggle in Soust sswn Alrics!

statisically_insigaificant: ‘Apptovid For Reléuse 2004/10/281 GHAIRDPEE:01314R088T0001001LG" i), write P vox

tancs mzkes up only about 0.05% of the total
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prove her image emong Third World nations by
offering assistance ‘programs that would spesd
their “nationalist” and, in some cases, "“social-
ist" development. From their inception, how-
ever, these programs have served the interests of
nea-colonialism, even as they have pretended to
subordinate themselves entirely o African a5-
pirations and 10 wrap themselves in the rhetoric
of idealism.

The Third Country Techniqus

Al ebout the same time that Israel initiated
her penetration in Africa, America’s growing
cadre of Africa stratcgists decided an lsreeh
presence there could be usefui. The fate Arnold
Rivkin, an economist who headed the*Africa
Research Project at Massachusefis Institute of
Technology's ClA-orgenized Center for Inger-
national Studies and wha later went on 1o a key
role at the World Bank, was one of the first
Americans lo slale publicly the assumptivns
which underiay the US decision to 1oke advan-
tzge of the convergence of inlerest between the
US and lsrae! on the African front. In a 1959
erticle in Foreign Alfairs, Rivkin viote that
tsrael’s moderate form of socialist development
could serve as an impartant excmple 1o develop-
ing nations in revolt against the West. “The
{sraeli model,” he declared, “‘may well prove 1o
be a sort of cconomic 'third force’—-en alierna.
tive differing from the Western pattern, Lut
certainly far more compatible with free-world
interests than any communist model."”” Later, in
Africa and the West (Praeger, 1961), he outlined
the way in which the US could support Israeli
penetration: "lIsrael’s role s a third force might
also be rcinforced by imoginative use of the
Third Country Technigue. A Free World stale
wishing to enlasrge its assistance flow to Africa
might channel some part of it through Israel
because of lsrael’s special qualifications and
demonstrated zcceplability to many Alrican
nations.”

Rivkin's proposals made sense within Stale
Department and CIA policy planning councils.
US policy makers had for years been covertly
channeling money to “third force” agents as
pari of their glahal crusade against communism
and revolution. In Europe, as has since been re-
vealed, millions of CIA dollars proppsd up and
energized social demacralic labor, student, pio-
fessional, and political groups which were mod-
crately socialist but militantly anti-communist.
V/ith regerd 10 the Third World, only the right-
wing hard-liners grouped around John Foster
Dutles in the State Department thought that
such a technique need jeopardiza US interests.
Kore sophisticated strategists recognized that
dependency and Western control could be
achieved within the framework of programs
fitted to the form of “neutralism’ and “non-
alignmeny.”

Because, as Rivkin observed in Foreign Af-
fairs, “Africa saw in [srzel » relatively neutral
sourca of essistance, without any of tha possible

iceolozical implications which might attach
from the West or the Commwnist bloc,” a strat-
ety €osld thus be fashioned to take advantage
o’ the:e illusions and reinforce the strength of
the Free World.

Between 1951 and 1952, Israel received $15
mittior: in 2id and assistence from the United
Stetes From 1950 to 1964, the UN and its
s;xccialized 2gencics—thernselves often shaped
81d controlled by the US--spent over $5 miliion
o1 experts and fellowships for' Israel. These aid
programs built 8 network through which US
e<partise was imporied 1o israel only 1o be ex-
ported by lsreeli nationals somewhat later, Of
course Israel did not edopt American technigues
wholesale, but instead modified them with a
distinctive twist based on Isrseli cxperience.
tonetheless, the US vias plessed with the
nwnncr in which this aid implemented the US-
c)'ncpived “Third Country” lechnigue, Henry
Chalfant, former US Mission director in lsrael,
pstificd 10 US intentions when he wrote: “ls-
raefis sefecied for Wraining abrozd were care-
Eilly chosen with a view to relurning lo Tsrael
#s disseminators of skill and knowledge to

cthers . This ‘multiplicr effect’ is an essential

element of any program of technical assistance
. » . The high quality of the trained lsraeli is
{rihe- ettested to by the fact thet tsrael is now
and h.as been in recent years transferring these
asquirad skills ahd knowledge 10 fess fortunate
feople through a technical assistance program
of her own.” {Sec L. Lauler, Israel and the
eveloping Countries: New Approaches to Co-
cperation, 20th Century Fund, 15GB}.

Isroel's assistance programs in Alrica assume
sweral basic forms: (1) highly trained lIsraeli
experts are placed at the disposal of Alrican
s .ates, ofien in strategically important positions;
(2) va:ious categorics of African personnel, in-
cluding studgnts, civil servants, labor leaders,
#1d militdry cadre, are given specizlized training
in tsrael iisclf; and {3) Israeli businessmen and
#a1d their government have sel up joint eco-
nomic enlerprises with Africon states and pri-
vile corporations.

In ihe first category, most of the imporiant

secialized assistance is military and para-mili--

iy’ in nature. Non-military assistance programs
ulilize the “parallel vaining approach’ ~thst is,
vhile Israeli experts scrve abroad, Africans are
given specialized training in fsrael. This assis-
tince has been highly diversified, embracing
eserything from poultry uaining in Guines to
$1tting up national lotteries in Dahomey; from
youth movement organizing in Gabon to pedi-
slrics in the Upper Volia.

Isrzel’s egricultural programs are organized
along military lines snd carried out either
directly by the militarv or by agencies linked o
ir. Before he became Defense Minister, General
Moshe Dayan took an ective interest in shaping
Lxael’s egricultural progrems in Africa. This
raflects the militerization of agriculture in fsrael
I'self. Since the kibbutz system end most Is
13eli collective farms are closely tied in to the

national defense effon, the agricultural program
has been organized along para-military lines. It
is this highly political mode! of organization
which lsrael exports 10 Africa,

Nation Building

Isracli efforts seek lo assist neo-colonial
states in raobilizing their populations for “de-
velopment.” In the area of youth mobilization,

Isteel has developed the Gadna (Youth Bat-

talion) and the Nahal |Fighting Pioneer Youth),
which have been used as models for similar pro-
grams in African states. Nahal is for young men
and women af military age and includes regular
military training, followed by agricultural settle-
meust in difficult or dangerous places. By 1966
lsroeli experts had organized this type of
“nation-building” program in thirteen African
countties: Cameroon, the Central African Re-
public, Chad, Dahomey, Ivory Coast, Liberia,
Malawi, Niger, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda
eand Zambia. Other Israeli advisors carried on
similar activities in Bolivia, Ecuador, Costa Rica,
and Singapore.

In these countries, all with primarily agri-
cultural cconomies, lsraeli experts ofien seek 10
impose Israel’s pseudo-socialist Moshav a5 an
alternative Lo more radical collective forms of
organization. According to Peter Worsley, "Afci-
can independent peasants working on their own
patches within the context of a traditionsl com-
munily culture . . . find the Israeli Moshav a
more relevant model than more strictly collec-
tivist forms of organization such as the Soviet
Kolkoz or the Cubian Siate Farms.”

Training programs conducted in Israzl have
served 1o cnhance Israel’s pofitical reputation

on the Continent while performing an impor-’

tant ideoclogical and training function for im-
perialism. Most such programs are brief in dura-
tion and highly concentrated in nature. More
than nine thousand “trainees” from the Third
World have been exposed to Israeli seminars,
conferences, and training courses, but only a
few hundred students have spent more than a
year. in' the counlry. Most of these courses ate
for middle-level personnel, znd they concen-
trate, according to Laufer, on “transmitting new
ideas am altitudes.” “The Isradlis have
izarned,” he reports, “that trainees brought to

Israel for short periods of highly intensive, con-

trolled exposure usually carry away with them
8 more favorable image than those who stay for
fonger periods . . . Since the exposure 10 Israel
is selective, the trainces cncounter the most
stiractive aspects of Israeli life and society.”
Specialized training in Israz! is provided on
several levels, Government ministries offer
courses, 25 do quasi-government égencies such
as the Israeli fabor complex, Histadrut. Histad-
rut, & nominally socialist union, sponsors its
own Afro-Asian Institute for Lzbor Studies and
Cooperation; headed by Elizhu Eloth, lIsracl’s
first ambassador to the United States. it turns
out thirty to fifty *“yrained leaders” everv three

-
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or four monihs. Significantly, this institute was
launched with a $60,000 grant from the AFL-
CIO and its affiliated national and international
unions such as_the British TUC. Prisclosures by
prominent journatists in the United States have
since revealed that the international programs
of the AFL-CIO are virtually integrated into
and coexistent with the CIA's international
labor strategy. African trade unions are highly
political’ instriments, and the training which
takes place in lsrael seeks 10 depoliticize them
by pushing a~ cooperative orientation rather
than one based on the class interests of workers.
*“The emphasis,” according to Harvard-trained
labor “expert’’ Arnald Zack, “'is on cooperation
with other segments of society; comparatively
little time is devoted 1o skills-of building trade
unions as-a power force-in the country.’’

Ancther professionally-tun lIsraeli ‘institute,
the Center for Cooperative and Labor Studies in
Tel Aviv, which caters to Latin American trade
unionists, is supported by the foreign ministry
and Histadrut. Laufer notes that “occasionally
the Center runs three week seminars for South
American trade  unionists sponsgred hy the
American Institute for ‘Free Labor Develop-
ment (ALFLD).” -The AIFLD, aithough nom-
inally based upon a partnership between lzbor,
business and government, receives about 95% of
its annual $6 miillion budget from the US
Treasury, Openly funded by AID, and covertly
by the ClA, it played a direct, importent, and
widely-publicized role in overthrowing the gov-
ernment of Cheddi Jegarr -in British ‘Guiana.
(Sez Richard J. Barnet, Intervention and Revo-
lution, pp. 240-1.)

In the economic rezim, Israel’s motivation
for developing ties with Africa may be entircly
independent and, in the long .run, her repidly
developing trade relationships may represent a
threat 1o Westetn economic hegemony. For the
moment, however, her economic activity szems
to assist in propping up neo-colonial regimes
and in imposing a model of development that is
at odds with ‘the basic needs of most of the
African people.

Trade between lsract and African nations is
undergoing a significant growth in volume. The
volume of lsraeli exports 1o Africa stood at
$11.6 million in 1963; by 1965 it was $21.5
miflion. Moreover, as Laufer notes, it is prob-
ably more than a coincidence that the greatest
increases have been in exports to those African
countries (for example, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ken-
ya, Nigeria, and Uganda) that also have an
active technical cooperation program with Is-
rael.” Africen imports of such Jsraeli commodi-
- ties as furniture, cement, and distilled soya oil,
although small in absolute- figures, amount 1o
over 50 percent of total Istacli export of these
items. Africa also. purchases a significant per-
centage of the “total exports of other Israeli
products. (See Samuel Decalo, *'Israel and Afri-
ca: A Selected Bibloigraphy,” Journal of Mod-
ern African'Studies,:vol. 5, no. 3, p. 391.)

As a source of raw materials Africa is also
crucial. The scale of lsraeli imports from Africa
is even more significant than exports, and it is
growing rapidiy. '

With regard to direct econornic investment in
Africa, the most common method of lsraeli
penetration has been to set up corporations

based on partnerships between iscaali and Afri-
can public capital. By mid-1963, 42 such com-
panies had been established. According to the
Economist (August 24, 1963), “insiead of de-
manding control, or concessions for long peri-
ods, tie Israelis alfmost invarizbly postulate as a
condition of their participation that their share-
holding must he minority. Conirects are limited
to five years, at the end of which the local
majority stockholders are given the option of
buying the Israeli fnterest out.”

Counter-lnsurgancy

The seeming generosity of this Israsli policy
is in fact based upon shrewd economic reason-
ing. As Laufer explains: . . . joint ventures
have enabled lIsracli.corapanies to enter new
markets with rclatively small capital investment
and under the benevolent protection of the gov-
ernments of developing countries. Since in
many of these countries domestic markets are
closely guarded by long-established foreign or
expatriate firms, the fsraeli firms might have
found it difficult to establish themselves with-
out the partnerships.

The fruits of these partnerships often do
more to serve the-interests and reinforce the
power, of the neo-colonial African bourgeoisie
than to meet the basic socio-economic needs of
the vast majority of the African people. For
example, corpanies in which the Israeli quasi
public firm Soleh Bonsh has been a partner
have built an international airport in Accra,
luxury hotels in Eastern Nigaria, fancy parlie-
ment buildings in Sierra Leone and Eastern
Nigeria, and militery instailations in the lvory
Cosst. This imitation of Western modes of eco-
namic life only serves to decpen the pattern of
distorted development (or permanent ““undevei-
opment”) which the imperialist powers have
imposed on the so-called “underdeveloped”
nations,

It is in the area of militery and police-
Intelligence training in Africa that lsrael pro-
vides its most divect and effective service to im-
perialism. A lerge number of programs quietly,
often coverily, assist African states in develop-
ing counter-insurgency forces and techniques
designed to protect neo-colonialist governments
from being overthrown by their own popula-
tions,

Information about this dimension of lsraeli
penetration is veiled in secrecy. When a member
of the Africa Flesearch Group (ARG) first
attempted 1o find data in this area, he was told
that “whatever rnaterial exists is in Hebrew,”
and that much of it is “classified.” However,
the ARG did locate one readily available source
of great value, an American University master's
thesis by -Sanford Silverburg entitled Israel’s
Military and Para-Military Assistance to Sub-
Sahara Africa: A Harbinger for the Role of the
Military i Developing States. While concerned
primarity with studying the role of the Israeli
military in shaping the “nation-building’* proc-
ess, this document appears 10 be the most com-
plete available non-classified breakdown of the
range and import of lsraeli military programs.
1t includes an immpressive amount of evidence
from American, European, African, and Israsli
sources.

Sanford Silvarburg is now a professional re-
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searchey on the steff of tha Center for Re
in Social Systems (CRESS), a major row
operatian- furided by the US Army, 10 the tune
of $1.9 million in 1967. CHESS presently has
two divisions: a Counter-Insurgency Informa-

tion and Analysis Cemter {CINFAC), and a

Social Science Rescarch Institute which studies
ways of improving the effectiveness of US mili-
tary personnel attached @s advisors to the armed
forces of other countries.

CRESS's interest in 1sraeli militasy programs
in Africa is part of its larger responsibility for
developing research which aids the Pentagon's
commitment to preserve the Empire. The US
has been a long-term supplier of military assis-
tance to Isracl, Between 1964 and 1267 military
assistance to lsrael amounted to $41.6 million
while total US economic and military assistance
was $1,127,000,000.

In 1868 the Department of Defense financed
close 1o $2 million worth of scisntific research
thrgugh 32 contracts at Israeli universities and
research centars,

Israeli military and para-military assistance
programs to sub-Saheran . Africa have taken
several different forms. One of the most com-
mon areas of involvement has been lsraeli assis-
tance in setting up national service youth corps,
some of them para-military, in various Africen
eountries. Thus, for example, lsreeli advisors
have assisted in creating Yaung Pioneers Youth
Movement in Dahomey and Balawi, a National
Service Corps on the lsraeli modsl in Tenzania,
and en Agriculiural Youth Corps in Togo.

In the area of military training, the leraelis
hava assisted in cstablishing an erimy school for
“eivie action® in the lvory Coast and a military
acedemy in Sierra Leone. In Ghana they helpad
to organize the air force and a flying school,
They have provided training for military parson-
nel frem numerous African countrizs, including
the training of nearly five hundred crack Congo-
lese paratroopers in lsrael,

There is also evidencs, some of it not yet
verifiable, that the |sraelis hzve played a direct
role in intelligence and counter-insurgency eec-
tivity in several African nations. In Ethidpis,
Israel has worked closely with the US in devel-
oping counter-guerrifta and initlligence pro-
grams. US assistance helps feudal Emperor Haile
Selassie maintain his shaky throne, and in return
Selassie allows the US 1o opsrate large military
and intefligence bases on Ethiopian territory.
However, with the failure of an abortive coup
d'etat led by US-trained Fthiopian military
officers, American Special Forces *advisors”
were withdrawn from Ethiopia and replaced by
Isreati personnel. Since then the Israelis have
been directing counter-insurgency  activities
against the Ethiopian Liberation Front.

In other instances, reports of Israeli activity
are harder to substantiate. Tricontinental, the
magazine of the Havana-based tricontinental
solidarity organization OSPAAL, reported in
1967 that two Israchi advisors had been killed in
counter-insurgency operations with the Chead
army against the Notional Libaration Front of
Chad. Also, Kwame Nkrumash now charges that
Israet played a pro-Western intelligence role and
had a hand in the coup which overthrew his
government in Ghana. Although little hard evi-
dence has emerged 10 substantiate this cherge, it~
is true that lsrael has shown considereble inter-
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et I Ghena, much to ths consternaiion of the
Britith, who razent this intrusion in (elr noo-
oolonizl sphzre,

The cese of the Congo provides 2 sood ex-
emplo of the way lsr. ol militery szzistence inte.
¢ etes with the strategy of US imparialism. The
US rol2 in the Congo, one of Africa's richest
end most strategicslly locsted countriss, hos
bain notoricus. By virtually eli accounts, It is
clear that the US played s Ceicrmining role in
ro-ttruciuring the Congoless government shier
the Keicn2o cecession, the UN intervontion, and
tha kidnapping and murder of Patrice Lumumbs
In 1280-61. According to Andrew Tully's sc-
count in CIA: The Inside Story, tha CIA played
¢n importznt role in bringing Gencral Jossph
Mobutu, the current prasidant, (o power. Also,
whiraas the US had becn content to rely on the
UN to suppress the rightist government of
Molse Tshombe in Katanns, the redical nstional-
Ist attempt to seize control of the Conro from a
b=:a in Stenfeyvills provoked a very differert
US responzo. As tha Councit of Mstional Libers.
tion, Icd by Christopher Gbanye and Pierre
Mulsle, esteblished controf of 8 lerge eres of the
Congo and turned to African nationalists and
socialist countries for support, the US initioted
8 program of direct mititary Intervention. This
program, v.hich .begzn in October, 1962,
emounted to over six million dollars by mid-
1864, Almost one hundred US militory persor.
ral were sirt 10 train Congolese troons, end 8
dozen Congalese oflicers received ueining in
counter-Insurgancy 8t Fort Knox, Kentucky. In
eddition the CIA recruited American pilots to
fly combat missions in Americen-built fighter
plenes 2gainst rebel pasitions in Kivu province,
When the Soviet Union objected to the use of
Amsricen citizens in theso sctions, they wera
rep'aced with Cuban exiles This cativity culmi-
r..ind in Novomber, 1864, with the uza of US
w.onrport planss to drop B4B Beljian pere
troopers In the Congo 1o rescue whits hostagss.
This “humeniterian” mission succesded in di-
stroying the Stanleyville government end out-
reging Afritan sensibilities.

In the course of developing effective counter-
Insurgency techniques, the US Army ordared an
incredible study of “Witchcraft, Sorcery, Magic,
end Other Psychological Phonomena end Thair
Implications for Military end Para-Mititary Ac-
tivities in the Congo,” which the compliant re-
saarchers associsted with CRESS-CINFAC end
Amarican University turned out in 1964, Tha
conclusions of this report were direcily relevant
10 the role the Isreslis came to play. “Drawing
upon the Belgien experience es well as thst of
Tshombe in Katanga,” its suthors wrote, i
would appssr that 8 more ficxibla approzch to
1o the militery problem is 1o be found in the
concept of clie roops: troops which are csre-
fully trained and disciplined and well com-
manded.”

The insccure neo-colonial government In the
Congo quickly zdopted this conospt. But, given
the widesprezd outrzga emong Africen national-
Ists-at the US role In overthrowing the Stenley-
ville governmont, lsrzol increasingly replaced
tha United States as the chosen vahicle for im-
plementing’ end directing this “mora fiexible
epproach.” As cerly & 1883, 243 Congoloso
paratrooparns, including Genorel (now Prezident)
Mobutu, were sent 1o leeal for training. In

Maccly, 1953, ezl #dvisory bagan training the
First Poracommendo Battalion, an efits unit
~hich Torms thy central component of e
Lopca’s counter-insurgancy and internal securk
ty forees. Given the parsistant intebllity of tha
wecesion of Western-becked Congolese te-
¥#mas, pnd the dramatic and rolatively constanmt
signif.cance of the Congo 25 & focel point of the
strugole betwesn revolution snd reo-colonial
“cection in Afilca, the partisan rols which bzrsel
1cs pisyed in the Congo Is of gieat Importanca.

On the diplosaatic loved, tha lerselis often
dhaere Information they cbuwin with Western
anba-sies. In & recent intervicw, ong ohserver
«#id that this practics is widecprerd, erdd he
sted_Uganda &3 £ country in which Iseael plays
:uch a role. In exchange, the US has shered its
sountar-insurgency  expertisa with the foreeli
mifitey In its effort 1o dostroy tha Pelesting
.Iborution Organizetion. According to CRESS
researcher Silverburg, fsrzeli efficers, including
t3encral Dayan, hava visited Viotnam for on-tha-
1pot observation of US ccuntcrrevolytionary
warfare, Silverburg also “gucsied” that the
"Whei Wo Lesrned”” forms which US anidiers
{ill ot eRer encounters with the HLF “find
their vaay 1o Isrzeli militury officialy.”

Sclective Axivtenen

Isriel dots not disclose the full extent of its
vid program to Africa or indicste who peys the
bills. In 1666-67 Isresl's Depa tment of inter-
nstiorsl Coaperation reported ® budget of 10
taillion fsraeli pounds (2.91 miltion US doltars),
“"his {.gure, howaver, Is very mislcpding, in part
because Isrezli costs ere much lower than those
of coniparable US projects.

According 1o Laufer, more than haif of
Isresl's totel progrem is financod by non-fsreeli
fsurces. Tha US government, through the
" Third Country” techniqua, hzs bzen en im-
ponert contributor 1o thats programs. Even
though exact figures on the US contribution are
biddai, the Laufer report does meation soma
AID support for lsreel’s youth programs in the
Centrcl African Republic and Dahomey. It 2'so
rwentions that “France has assisted youth proj-
tets in the fvory Cosst; end Great Britoin and
Vest Germany have reportedly given assistance
13 pro;scts elsewhere in Africa.”

Western a3id to lsrsal no doubt makes it
g ossible for her 1o maintain n ective progrem
of perstration in Africa, Israzi still carns more
rvenug from raonids contributed from abroad
than on monies obisined from exports. Without
imernztional credits, and contributions solicited
23ro3d with the cooperetion end complicity of
Viestern powsrs, lsrasl could not survive eco
namicolly, ts balance of paynients problems
have piways possd real difficulties for the econ-
omy. Thus, without finance from non-lsraali
sources, har Africa programs would be Incon-

cliveble, As Lasufer ecknowladyes: “lsraal’s
&dhicvement in having more than half its effort
financid from non-1sraeli sourcis Is probzhly
udique in tha tengled history of postwar tech-
neal cisistance oparations, This shows how a
waail country, short of capital but with the will,
evd olfective capeocity, can gzicrole 8 sizable
technical psistence program with litde capital
Irvestroant end neglipible t5iect on Its balance
@’ peytacnis podtion,”

Not eit of the revinus for thass progrems
comes Circcdly thicugh the US or other in
parielict poweors, Scrne of tha oxponies are st
by recipiant African nations. However, thoss
nations are often twintslves depasident on
Yestern sid. Hones the US or soma other ally
funding en Africen state encbles it to efford
the expense of en Isrecli essistance program
which Rtsalf  is recoiving Viestern support
through other channcls,

1no 1sceon experiznce hiss servad £: a8 modz!
for simller ventures by US cliont states gnd may
be » herbinger of new perspectives which are
coming to inform more sophi:ticated modes of
imperialist intervantion in Africa, Asia, and
Latin Amsrice. For excmple, in order to
counter ths influenca of China in Africa, the
US uses hor clignt Rate Telwan [n sn oparation
modaled on the Isiceli ezemple. The US “Third
Country” 8id and treining ellows Tawen to
maintein an essistince progrem in Africa which
has alroxly spant s5out £30 million since 1861,
Tha Nationalist Chincse ragime is recosnized by
twonty-ong African states snd hos sponcored
egricuftural eid progrems in ninatsen of them.
in contrgst, mainiernd China is recognized by
only fouriezn African countries snd extends sid
to ten of tham, The Notionalist proam hes
had 8 mezsurable politica imp22t, In 1568 only
tifteen African countrics voted for Ching's &d-
mission 1o the UN, whila twenty voted egzinst
Peking.

But tha "“Third Country’ 1zzhnicue hes not
slways besn 10 successful, for it runs up zgzinst
the dosply-rootad problums and contradictions
which plegue all Wostern attempts 1o shape
impovoriched Afiicsn stetes (o suit their inter-
ests. Strategiss to modernize ermies os institu-
tions for nationsl Intzgration and dovelopment
have backfired when Afiican ermy officars have
proferred » shere of the power el privileges
enjoyed now by the Western-booked nso-
colonial efltes, Mony of thess soldicre are not
motivated Ideologicsily Lo sack politicz! change,
and, when they do, they prefer coup-siyle take-
overs 1o ths more "functional role” Western
experts  prefer. Clearly, foreign essistence,
vihether of the isreeli \ype or enother veriety,
cannot escape the central contradiction: coun-
tries which sre oppressed by an imparialist

system cannot dovelop with sslective "'eusis
tance’” from the oporessing powers. In fsct,
thesa “essistance’ programs only increase de-
pendency and subordination, Mindful of their
own long-rangs Interests, the lsrealis have at-
temptod 10 limit thwir eclivity in Africa to
certsin spheres which svoid political identifica-
tion with the imperislist powers.

The true nature of lsrael's role end objec.
tives, howover, is slowly being unmatked, in
pzrt beceuse of har owvn oxpanzionist behsvior
in the Middls Ezst, but 2iso In lerg: measure
beesuse of the increasingly dircet snd partisen
role which lsrcel has ployed inserving impoarial-
izm end neo-colonial reastion in such African
stotes #1 ths Congo end Ethiopia. Like thalr
Horth Americsn bensfactor, the Israslis haove
bogn forced IMo opsn coumtcrrevoistionsry
voorfaie 8t homa snd shrezd, Hopsfully, the

{eezons of that fz2t will not b3 long Ih coming

boma to tha Africon paople,

LEVIATHAN
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Tha Afrlen Rocaarch Group b o wooverant ressereh
end edueztlon prelost that focuszs on srclyzing tho
United Stetey imporislizt peratratlon of Adrica, The
froup honss 0 promoto a mors Informsd conearn with
ond provest asinut tho rols tha US plays in o doml-
rition of Afrida and 00 eomribul t sherpening end

- extonding e enthirapseioliz and enth-racist conceious-
) . . . nass within movernants for eocial chongo Ths group
o0 ; — P womts 1o hasr . frof prople of ongorizations with
) . i tilniler rozcerch interaats, For a list of svaileble publica
tions including "Arrisd Strusgle in Southsrn Africa”
v S : : {20e) and “Hew Hovand Rutes” (51), write P.O. Box -
© 213, Combridge, Mazs. 62133, o ’
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